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KYSSAR 
BYLAWS 

Last Revised: 16 August 2025 

Article I – Membership 
Section 1 - Applicants for membership in the Kentucky Society shall meet all the 
requirements for membership in the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution, 
and shall make application on the form required by the National Society. 

Section 2 - The National Society, Sons of the American Revolution, recognizes annual 
members, life members, junior members, and memorial members. Life membership is 
available in the National Society only, not in the Kentucky Society. 

Section 3 - All new applicants shall join the Kentucky Society through a chapter. After 
approval at the chapter level, the application shall be forwarded to the Kentucky Society 
Secretary in duplicate, together with the appropriate fees. The Secretary shall sign both 
copies and forward them to the Registrar. The Registrar or Assistant Registrar(s), shall 
check the application for errors or omissions, sign it, and forward one (1) copy to the 
Registrar General of the National Society. 

Section 4 - Upon receipt of notification from the Registrar General of acceptance, the 
applicant shall be recognized as a member of the Kentucky Society, his state and national 
numbers entered by the Secretary, and his name entered upon the role of the Kentucky 
Society. The Treasurer shall issue to the new member his membership card. The Secretary 
shall notify the chapter secretary of such approval. 

Section 5 - In the event an application is rejected or withdrawn, notification shall 
proceed in the same manner. Dues submitted with the application shall be returned, but 
the admission fees shall be retained to cover the costs of processing the application. 

Section 6 - A Certificate of Membership shall be provided each new member as part of 
the admission process. Replacement certificates for members in good standing may be 
obtained through the Secretary from the National Society. 

Section 7 - Whereas the National Society provides for Life Membership, the Kentucky 
Society no longer does so. Hence, a member may become a Life Member of the National 
Society, but must continue to pay annual state and chapter dues. Provisions of these 
Bylaws concerning Life Membership apply to those already holding this status, to future 
Life Members in the National Society, and to the Life Member Trust Fund (now converted 
to National Life Membership), established to administer their dues.  

 
 
 



2 
 

Article II – Dues and Fees 
Section 1 - Annual per capita dues consist of national, state, and chapter dues. National 
dues are set by the National Society, state dues are set by the Kentucky Society, and 
chapter dues are set by each chapter. 

Section 2 - Annual dues are payable to the Treasurer no later than December 15 of each 
year. A dues notice shall be mailed to all annual members no later than sixty (60) days 
prior to the due date, with a second notice sent to those who have not responded no later 
than thirty (30) days prior to the due date. A list of delinquent members shall then be 
provided to the chapter secretaries to enlist the help of the chapters in collecting 
delinquent dues. Chapters which wish to send out the dues notices to their members shall 
so notify the Treasurer no later than thirty (30) days prior to the date on which the first 
dues notices are to be sent out. 

Section 3 - The Treasurer shall send to each chapter a roster of all members in good 
standing, as well as a list of those who have been dropped from the rolls for non-payment 
of dues, within fourteen (14) days after a final report has been submitted to the National 
Society. He shall remit to each chapter a check for the chapter dues of those annual 
members in good standing.  

Section 4 - The Treasurer shall remit to the Treasurer General of the National Society 
the per capita national dues for all members in good standing, by the date, and in the 
manner, set by the National Society. The Assistant Treasurer shall have general 
knowledge of all the duties of the Treasurer.  He shall be able to replace the Treasurer in 
any temporary emergency or permanent disability. He is not expected to assist the 
Treasurer on a day-to-day basis.  He shall be knowledgeable of the provisions of the duties 
maintained by the Treasurer (Article 3, Section 5). 

Section 5 - The fiscal year for the Kentucky Society and its chapters shall be the same as 
that of the National Society. 

Section 6 - Fees for applications for membership, transfer of membership from another 
Society to the Kentucky Society, reinstatement after having allowed membership to lapse, 
and supplemental applications shall be those of the National Society plus those of the 
Kentucky Society as set by the Board of Governors and approved at an annual meeting of 
the Society. The Treasurer shall prepare and distribute to all chapters at each annual 
meeting a schedule of such current fees. 

Section 7 - Membership applications received from the son, grandson, brother, nephew, 
or grandnephew of an SAR or DAR member, or the son of an SR member, or from a 
member of CAR under the age of 22, shall be charged fees in keeping with the provisions 
of the Bylaws of the National Society. 

Section 8 - New members shall not be required to pay state or chapter dues for the fiscal 
year in which their applications are approved by the National Society. In addition, new 
members shall not have to pay national, state, or chapter dues for the year following the 



3 
 

approval of their application by the National Society, provided that the approval occurred 
on or after September 1st. 

Article III – Duties of Officers 
Section 1 - The President shall preside at all meetings of the Kentucky Society and of the 
Board of Governors, and shall exercise the usual functions and duties of a presiding 
officer. He shall perform such other duties on behalf of the Society, either in person, by 
correspondence, or by electronic means, as the Society or the Board of Governors may 
from time to time specify. He shall be responsible for the enforcement of the Society’s 
Constitution and Bylaws. He shall be a member ex officio of the Executive Committee, 
and of all other committees except the Nominating Committee and any Disciplinary 
Commission appointed under Article XVI. He shall be responsible for the program of the 
meetings of the Society and the Board of Governors. The President shall also appoint 
(with the approval of the Board of Governors), the KYSSAR Liaison to the Kentucky 
D.A.R. Society, formally known as the National Society, Daughters of the American 
Revolution (N.S.D.A.R.); and the KYSSAR Liaison to the Kentucky C.A.R. Society, 
formally known as the National Society, Children of the American Revolution 
(N.S.C.A.R.). In addition, the President shall appoint (with the approval of the Board of 
Governors), the Society’s newsletter editor, its webmaster(s), its social media editor, and 
its Americanism Report editor.  

Section 2 - The President-Elect shall act as President in the absence of the President. He 
shall be a member ex officio of the Executive Committee, and of all other committees, 
except any Disciplinary Commission appointed under Article XVI. He shall serve as 
chairman of the Nominating Committee and the Awards Committee, and shall perform 
such other duties as may be entrusted to him by the Society or the Board of Governors. 

Section 3 - The Vice President shall act in the absence of the President-Elect. He shall 
be a member ex officio of the Executive Committee, shall serve as vice chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, and shall serve as chairman of the Membership Committee.  

Section 4 - The Secretary shall conduct the general correspondence of the Kentucky 
Society, and shall be a member ex officio of the Executive Committee. In consultation with 
the President, he shall certify all acts of the Society, and shall have charge of the records 
of the Society. He shall give timely notice of the date, time, and place of all meetings of 
the Society and the Board of Governors, and shall attend the same. He shall certify the 
credentials of Society delegates to National Congresses. In the absence of the Recording 
Secretary, the Secretary shall temporarily assume the duties of that office until such time 
as the Board of Governors can make a suitable replacement. 

Section 5 - The Treasurer shall collect and be responsible for all funds and securities of 
the Society. He shall deposit such funds in accounts with financial institutions in the 
Commonwealth, and shall make withdrawals from those accounts only as authorized by 
the Board of Governors. He shall make such payments to the National Society as are 
authorized by these Bylaws. The Treasurer shall keep a current roster of Society members, 
and report changes from any and all causes at each meeting of the Board of Governors. 
He shall serve as a member ex officio of the Executive Committee, and as chairman of the 
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Budget Committee. The Treasurer shall temporarily assume the duties of the Assistant 
Treasurer in their absence until such time as the Board of Governors can make a suitable 
replacement. 

Section 6 - The Recording Secretary shall keep fair and accurate records of all 
proceedings and orders of the society, and shall give notice to the officers of all votes, 
orders, resolutions, and proceedings of the Society affecting them or pertaining to their 
respective duties. In the absence of the Recording Secretary, the Secretary shall 
temporarily assume the duties of this office until such time as the Board of Governors can 
make a suitable replacement. 

Section 7 - The Registrar and/or Assistant Registrar(s), shall examine all applications 
for membership, and, if found acceptable, sign them and forward them to the Registrar 
General. He shall retain one copy of each application and proofs for the archives of the 
Kentucky Society. The Registrar shall keep a current roster of Society members, and 
regularly provide said roster to the Treasurer. In the absence of the Assistant Registrar(s), 
the Registrar shall temporarily assume the duties of this office until such time as the 
Board of Governors can make a suitable replacement. The Registrar is not responsible to 
perform the prescribed work of any Chapter Registrar and/or Genealogists, or to conduct 
their research, or to correct their missing information. The Registrar and/or Assistant 
Registrar(s), are simply to assist the chapters by providing guidance and training, by 
making recommendations, and by ensuring that applications are complete and accurate 
before approving, signing, and forwarding them to the NSSAR’s Registrar General. 

Section 8 - The Genealogist shall assist the Registrar and Assistant Registrar(s), as well 
as any Chapter Genealogists and Registrars, in the examination and evaluation of 
applications for NSSAR membership when so requested. The Genealogist shall provide 
guidance on the interpretation of accepted genealogy practices, and shall suggest 
approaches to solving problems in proofs of lineage and service through records analysis, 
and genealogical research. The Genealogist is not responsible to perform the prescribed 
work of any Chapter Genealogist and/or Registrar, or to conduct their research, or to 
correct their missing information. 

Section 9 - The Chancellor shall be an attorney licensed in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky, and provide counsel on legal matters affecting the Society. The Chancellor shall 
serve as the Society’s Parliamentarian. He shall have charge of the seal and certificate of 
incorporation of the Society, and ensure their timely renewal. The Chancellor shall also 
provide counsel to the Board of Governors regarding proposed changes to the KYSSAR 
Constitution and Bylaws. He shall also serve as an advisor to the Nominating Committee 
on matters of committee business. The Chancellor shall perform the duties assigned to 
him by Article XVI of these Bylaws, subject to the disqualification provisions of that 
Article. 

Section 10 - The Historian shall, from time to time, make recommendations to the 
officers and Board of Governors for the collection and preservation of historical and 
genealogical material, shall cooperate with the historians of the chapters in collecting and 
recording information in reference to historical sites, and other kindred matters. 
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Section 11 - The Surgeon shall be a member of the medical profession licensed in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. He shall offer advice on good health to the members, and 
be available during meetings if required by the members. 

Section 12 - The Chaplain shall, if possible, be a regularly ordained minister, and shall 
conduct such religious services as usually appertain to that office, at all functions of the 
Kentucky Society. 

Section 13 - The Assistant Treasurer shall assist the Treasurer as requested with the 
execution of the duties of that office. The Assistant Treasurer will also attend to the 
mailing of dues notifications and membership cards to the General Membership of the 
Society. In the absence of the Treasurer, the Assistant Treasurer shall temporarily assume 
the duties of that office until such time as the Board of Governors can make a suitable 
replacement. 

Section 14 - The Assistant Registrar(s) shall assist the Registrar as requested with the 
execution of the duties of that office. The Assistant Registrar(s) will also attend to the 
processing of supplemental applications. In the absence of the Registrar, the Assistant 
Registrar(s) shall temporarily assume the duties of this office until such time as the Board 
of Governors can make a suitable replacement. The Assistant Registrar(s) is/are not 
responsible to perform the prescribed work of any Chapter Registrar and/or Genealogist, 
or to conduct their research, or to correct their missing information. 

Article IV – Elections 
Section 1 - In all Society elections, as provided in Article VII, Section 9 of the KYSSAR 
Constitution, where more than one (1) officer candidate of the Kentucky Society, or 
Kentucky SAR nominee for Designated National Officer, is nominated for the same office, 
voting shall be by written ballot, with successive ballots being taken until a candidate 
and/or nominee receives a majority of votes cast. 

Section 2 - All elected officers of the Kentucky Society, members of its Board of 
Governors, and members of the various committees of the Society may, from the time of 
their election or appointment, be asked to continue in their respective offices until their 
respective successors shall have been duly elected or chosen and installed. 

Article V – Board of Governors 
Section 1 - The Board of Governors shall conduct the affairs of the Society between 
meetings, and shall present any and all such actions to the Society’s General Membership 
at the next meeting of the Society. 

Section 2 - The Board of Governors shall convene a minimum of three (3) meetings 
between annual meetings. These meetings may be held in conjunction with the Society’s 
annual, summer and fall meetings, or may be held at a different date and place whether 
in person or virtually before each meeting. The Board of Governors may also meet beyond 
the minimum number of meetings as it may desire, or upon call by the President, or at 
the request of any six (6) of its members.  
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Section 3 - The Recording Secretary shall record and maintain minutes of each meeting 
of the Board of Governors, in the same manner as those of meetings of the Society. 

Section 4 - The Board of Governors (BOG) of the Kentucky Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution shall annually appoint two (2) non-voting members of its choosing to the 
Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter’s Blue Licks Planning Committee. The appointments shall 
be made within thirty (30) days of the close of the Society’s Annual Meeting. The 
appointed members shall be members in good standing with the Kentucky Society, and 
shall willingly accept the appointment by responding in the affirmative. The appointed 
members shall serve as liaisons to the Society’s Board of Governors, and shall give an 
account of all meetings to the BOG as to the committee’s current and proposed activities, 
any pertinent communications with state park management, and any known or 
anticipated assistance that may be required from the State Society regarding the planning 
and execution of the annual Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter’s Blue Licks Memorial 
Ceremony event. The term of the appointments shall be for one (1) year and shall be 
served between the Society’s annual meetings. Members may be appointed to successive 
years. 

Article VI – Society Meetings 
Section 1 - There shall be a summer, fall, and spring meeting of the KYSSAR each year, 
traditionally held in different parts of the State. The fall meeting (typically held the second 
or third Saturday in November), shall be designated as the Society’s meeting for the 
election of officers as listed in Article VI, Section I of the KYSSAR Constitution, and the 
election of  Kentucky SAR Nominees for Designated National Officers. The annual 
meeting of the Kentucky Society shall be held in accordance with Article IX of the KYSSAR 
Constitution, in the spring of each year (typically the second or third Saturday in March). 
The annual meeting shall be designated as the Society’s meeting for the formal installation 
of elected officer positions of the Kentucky Society. Every effort shall be made to involve 
chapters in the area where the meeting is to be held in the planning and conduct of the 
annual meeting.  

Section 2 - Notice of all Society meetings shall be sent to all members at least thirty (30) 
days in advance, and must clearly state the date, time, and place of the meeting. 

Section 3 - Expenses of meetings shall be paid for by registration and other fees collected 
by the Treasurer. Where possible, the host chapter(s) shall supply personnel to assist with 
registration and other necessary arrangements. 

Section 4 - The Order of Business at the meetings of the Society shall be that provided 
by the parliamentary authority supplemented by ceremonies appropriate to the Sons of 
the American Revolution. 

Article VII – Chapters 
Section 1 - It shall be the special duty of this Society and its officers to promote the 
establishment of chapters throughout the Commonwealth, and to encourage their 
programs and activities. The President shall attempt to visit each chapter at least once 
during his term of office, whether in person or virtually. 
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Section 2 - Chapters form the foundation of the Kentucky Society. No person shall be a 
member of a chapter who is not a member of the Society. 

Section 3 - Each chapter shall file current copies of its constitution and/or bylaws with 
the Secretary, and shall inform him of any amendments to them. 

Section 4 - Each chapter is required to submit an annual report listing its officers and 
reporting on its activities to each annual meeting of the society. The report shall be 
submitted in writing. However, the person representing the chapter at the annual meeting 
may present an oral report. Consistent failure to comply with this requirement may result 
in the suspension or revocation of the chapter’s charter by the Board of Governors. Each 
chapter is invited, and expected, to send representatives to each meeting of the Society 
and the Board of Governors, particularly the Chapter President. 

Section 5 - The chapter secretary is responsible for notifying the State Secretary of any 
known changes in chapter membership through death or otherwise, and of any changes 
in the mailing address, telephone number, or email address of chapter members. At least 
one (1) officer of the chapter shall have a valid email address that is made available to the 
State Secretary. 

Section 6 - In the event a chapter becomes inactive, or for any reason should cease to 
meet and fails to elect officers, the Society President shall have the authority to call a 
meeting of the chapter, and if necessary preside at a meeting, for the election of chapter 
officers, and to conduct such other business as may be necessary to reactivate the chapter. 

Section 7 - Pending such a meeting, the Society President or his designate may appoint 
such temporary officers in the chapter as he may deem desirable, when the regular officers 
have for any reason ceased to function, and such temporary officers shall perform the 
duties of their offices and conduct the business of the chapter until a meeting can be held 
to reactivate the chapter. 

Section 8 - In the event all efforts to reorganize an inactive chapter fail, then, on the 
recommendation of the Society President, the Board of Governors shall revoke the charter 
of the chapter and it shall cease to exist. In such a case, the property of the chapter shall 
become the property of the Kentucky Society, and its members shall become members of 
another chapter, preferably the nearest one geographically. 

Section 9 - Members of the Kentucky Society may hold membership in more than one 
(1) chapter, and may be elected to serve as an officer in more than one (1) chapter, 
provided that the member does not serve as Chapter President in more than one (1) 
chapter simultaneously. In all cases where a member holds membership in more than one 
(1) chapter, the member shall designate one (1) chapter as his primary chapter, and only 
that chapter shall report the member to the Society for purposes of collecting dues. It shall 
be the responsibility of the member to pay chapter dues in any secondary chapter. 
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Section 10 - Upon formation of a new chapter, the Kentucky Society shall provide that 
chapter with the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00), where such sum is to be 
used by the chapter for its activities during the interim before it collects dues. 

Article VIII – Committees 
Section 1 - Each standing committee of the Kentucky Society shall be described in the 
Bylaws of the Society as to its purposes and composition. Chairmen and members of 
standing committees, with the exceptions stated in the provisions of these Bylaws, shall 
be appointed by the President, but must be approved by the Board of Governors. 

Section 2 - Ad hoc committees, their chairmen and members, shall be appointed by the 
President, but must be approved at the next meeting of the Board of Governors. This 
Section does not apply to a Disciplinary Commission, which shall be appointed as 
provided in Article XVI of these Bylaws. 

Section 3 - Chairmen of all committees shall make a report at all meetings of the Board 
of Governors. 

Section 4 - Audit Committee: The Audit Committee chairman shall be appointed by 
the Society President and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) days of 
assuming office. The Audit Committee shall consist of three (3) members from three (3) 
different chapters. This committee shall conduct an audit of the general fund, and the 
Endowment Fund prior to the next annual meeting, and render its report at that meeting. 
Should there be a change in the office of Treasurer during the course of the year, an audit 
shall also be conducted of all accounts at that time. In addition to ensuring the accuracy 
of the Society's accounts, the committee shall also assure that proper procedures are being 
followed in all financial matters. 

Section 5 - Awards Committee: The members of the Awards Committee shall include 
representatives of at least three (3) chapters appointed by the President, and approved by 
the Board of Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming office. The President-Elect 
shall serve as chairmen of this committee. This committee shall advise the Board of 
Governors on appropriate awards to be made in the name of the Society. 

Section 6 - Budget Committee: The Budget Committee shall consist of the Treasurer 
and four (4) other members of the Society, representing at least three (3) chapters 
appointed by the President, and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) 
days of assuming office. The Treasurer shall serve as chairmen of this committee. The 
committee shall prepare an annual budget, give advice on the expenditure of funds, and 
report the same to the Board of Governors. 

Section 7 - Executive Committee: The Executive Committee, consisting of the 
President, President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall assume 
responsibility for the activities of the Kentucky Society between meetings of the Board of 
Governors, and shall present any and all such actions to the Society’s Board of Governors 
and General Membership at the next meeting of the Society. The President shall serve as 
chairman of this committee. The committee shall provide administrative oversight of the 
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Society’s Endowment Fun. The committee shall also select the delegates of the Society to 
the National Congress. 

Section 8 - Membership Committee: The members of the Membership Committee 
shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty 
(30) days of assuming office. This committee shall be chaired by the Vice President and 
shall be responsible for increasing the membership in the Kentucky Society. 

Section 9 - Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee shall be composed 
as provided in Article VII, Section 1, of the KYSSAR Constitution. The President-Elect 
shall serve as chairman of this committee, and the Vice President shall serve as the 
committee’s vice chairman. The Nominating Committee shall identify qualified 
candidates and nominees (as defined in Article XIV of the KYSSAR Bylaws), for all elective 
positions of the Society, and present them for nomination at the Society’s fall meeting. 
Nominating committee members shall recuse themselves from being present and 
participating in discussions or voting for any contested position for which they are being 
considered. 

Section 10 - Youth Programs Committee: The Youth Programs Committee 
chairman shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors 
within thirty (30) days of assuming office. The committee shall consist of: 

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the Joseph 
S. Rumbaugh Historical Oratory Contest;  

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the George 
S. & Stella M. Knight Essay Contest;  

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the Arthur 
M. & Berdena King Eagle Scout Contest;  

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the 
ROTC/JROTC Cadet Recognition Program;  

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the 
Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest;   

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the SGT. 
Moses Adams Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest: and 

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the Dr. Tom 
and Betty Lawrence American History Teacher Award. The program is 
open to all teachers, in public, private, or parochial schools, who teach 1750-1800 
American History, at the elementary, middle, or high school levels.  

• One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the NSSAR 

Youth Video Contest, at the middle and high school levels. 

Reports shall be given at each meeting of the Board of Governors, and at the annual 
meeting on the status of each of these programs. 

Section 11 - Color Guard Committee: The Color Guard Committee chairman shall be 
appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) 



10 
 

days of assuming office. The committee shall include representatives from no less than 
six (6) Society chapters, but a representative from every chapter is desired. The committee 
will immediately select a state color guard commander, a minimum of two (2) brigade 
commanders, a quartermaster, and a safety officer from amongst the notably active color 
guard members within the State Society. Their tenure shall be for one (1) year, and they 
may succeed themselves in the same position for up to two (2) additional years if so 
selected by the committee, but no one may serve more than three (3) consecutive years in 
the same position. Furthermore, none of the individuals selected in the aforementioned 
positions will be allowed to serve simultaneously in any of the other selected positions 
(Examples: the Color Guard Commander cannot also serve simultaneously as a Brigade 
Commander; a Brigade Commander cannot also serve simultaneously as the Safety 
Office, etc.). In addition, the committee chairman shall not serve simultaneously as the 
state’s color guard commander, but may serve simultaneously in any of the other selected 
positions (Examples: the committee chairman may also serve simultaneously as the 
Quartermaster; the committee chairman may also serve simultaneously as a Brigade 
Commander, etc.). The color guard committee shall oversee, administer, and schedule 
cross-chapter participation under the inclusive banner of KYSSAR, in local, state, 
regional, or national historic and patriotic events. The color guard committee may also 
devise and provide common insignia for color guard participants. 

Section 12 - Service to Veterans Committee: The Service to Veterans Committee 
chairman shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors 
within thirty (30) days of assuming office. Committee members shall consist of KYSSAR 
members appointed by their respective chapters. Each KYSSAR chapter will be permitted 
one (1) member on the committee, except for the primary chapter of the committee 
chairman which shall also be allowed to make a committee appointment. 

The Service to Veterans Committee will promote and coordinate service to veteran’s 
activities amongst the chapters of the Kentucky Society. The activities guided by the 
committee shall include, but not limited to:  

1. Coordinating with veterans organizations for participation at Honor Flights, 

Memorial Day ceremonies, Veterans Day ceremonies, and Wreaths Across 

America, and…  

2. Organizing the accumulation of donation materials for VA hospitals and other 

organizations whose primary clients are veterans. The Service to Veterans 

Committee will also promote the usage of the USS Stark Memorial Report for the 

accounting of service to veteran’s activities of each chapter. 

3. The Service to Veterans Committee Chairman shall provide primary oversight for 

the completion of the USS Stark Memorial Tracker Spreadsheet. The Service to 

Veterans Committee Chairman shall also serve as the liaison between the NSSAR 

National Veterans Committee and the KYSSAR Service to Veterans Committee. 

Section 13 - Education Committee: The Education Committee chairman shall be 
appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) 
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days of assuming office. The chairman of the committee will be the Education Director of 
the State Society. 

Responsibilities of the KYSSAR Education Committee Chairman: 

1) Select Education Committee members with the approval of the State President. 

2) Implementation of Compatriot Training Programs. 

3) Insurance of Compliance with Youth Protection Training Policies. 

4) Tracking and Reporting Education Outreach Programs. 

Responsibilities of the KYSSAR Education Committee: 
 

1) Maintain a directory of all the compatriots within the society capable of providing 

educational presentations. 

2) Maintain a catalog of all the educational presentations offered by the compatriots 

within the society. 
3) Promote the catalog and directory to the local schools and various youth groups. 

4) Support the National Education Committee in its programs. 

5) Inform the society chapters of updates and programs available from the National 

Education Committee. 

6) Vetting presentations provided by the society members, and ensure that they are 

of adequate quality and historical accuracy to qualify for the Youth Education 

Medal. 

7) Reach out to the State Department of Education for information on their 

requirements for the teaching of Colonial American History and US Government. 

8) Share information on the SAR Education Center and Museum Programs, and ask 

where the SAR can be of assistance. 

Section 14 - Council of Chapter Presidents Committee: The chairman of the 
Council of Chapter Presidents Committee shall be appointed by the President and 
approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming office. 
Committee members shall consist of current KYSSAR Chapter Presidents elected by their 
respective chapters. However, Chapters are encouraged to have the officer next in the line 
of succession to be their president, also attend the meetings. The Council of Chapter 
Presidents Committee will provide a regular, organized forum for chapter presidents to 
freely and openly discuss matters of importance to their respective chapters and 
members. The committee will also serve to distribute current and future information 
regarding matters of the State and National societies. In addition, the committee will 
further serve to promote the collective suggestion of new ideas and initiatives, as well as 
the sharing of proven best practices amongst the chapters of the Kentucky Society. The 
committee shall meet, whether in person or virtually, no less than quarterly. 

Section 15 - Blue Licks Memorial Weekend Promotional Committee: The Blue 
Licks Memorial Weekend Promotional Committee chairman and its members shall be 
appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) 
days of assuming office. The membership of the committee shall include two (2) non-
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voting members of the Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter appointed by the Chapter 
President. The term of the appointments shall be for one (1) year and shall be served 
between the Society’s annual meetings. Members may be appointed to successive years. 
This committee shall develop and initiate the use of appropriate promotional materials 
and activities, which ultimately enhance the attendance of, and the participant experience 
during, the annual Blue Licks Memorial Weekend event. Nothing in this section is 
intended to require the Kentucky Society to have any of its meetings at the Blue Licks 
Memorial Weekend event. 

Section 16 - Chapter Compliance Committee: The Chapter Compliance Committee 
chairman and its members shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board 
of Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming office. In an effort to assist and support 
chapters, this committee shall annually assess each chapter of the State Society as to its 
adherence to Article X of the KYSSAR Constitution, and Article VII of these Bylaws. The 
Committee shall contact and notify a Chapter if it is the opinion of the Committee that the 
Chapter is in substantial non-compliance with the Constitution and Bylaws of either the 
National or State Society, and shall work cooperatively to remedy the matter. In the event 
that the Committee determines the matter is not satisfactorily resolved, the Committee 
shall make its report to the Board of Governors detailing its findings and 
recommendations. 

Section 17 - Constitution & Bylaws Committee: The Constitution & Bylaws 
Committee chairman and its members shall be appointed by the President and approved 
by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming office. This committee shall 
receive from the Board of Governors all proposed amendments to the KYSSAR 
Constitution and Bylaws, review said proposals, and report back to the Board of 
Governors with its findings and recommendations. Proposed amendments may originate 
from any member of the Kentucky Society in good standing.    

Section 18 - Patriot Burials/Historical Markers Committee: The Patriot 
Burials/Historical Markers Committee chairman and its members shall be appointed by 
the President and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming 
office.  This committee will assist chapters in identifying local burial sites of veterans of 
the American Revolutionary War, and with the process of designing, ordering, and 
erecting historical monuments, benches, roadside markers, plaques, etc., to celebrate 
patriot ancestors. 

Article IX – Awards, Contests, and Programs 
Section 1 – There shall be established from time to time awards and evidence of 
appreciation to members for outstanding work on behalf of the Society. All such awards 
and evidence of appreciation shall be approved in advance by the Awards Committee. 

Section 2 - The Society shall also recognize, by appropriate means, outstanding citizens 
and acts of constructive citizenship of and by Kentuckians. 

Section 3 - The Society shall encourage annual participation and sponsorship of the 
competitive contests of the National Society at both the chapter and the state levels. The 
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Society may offer prizes and financial incentives to encourage participation, to be paid 
from the state treasury and from individual gifts designated for that purpose, and shall 
encourage the chapters to do the same. 

Article X – Endowment Fund 
Section 1 - There shall be an Endowment Fund, which shall be composed of gifts and 
bequests made to the Society, and which shall be administered by the Executive 
Committee. The Treasurer shall report the status of the Endowment Fund at all Society 
meetings and Boards of Governors. 

Section 2 - The Endowment Fund shall be invested in such securities, funds, obligations, 
and instruments as are permitted for investment by fiduciaries under the laws of 
Kentucky. The income from said fund shall be used for purposes of the Kentucky Society 
as shall be determined by the Executive Committee. The principle of said fund may not 
be expended for any purpose, except upon approval of three-fourths (¾) vote of the 
members of the Society present and voting at an annual meeting; provided that, upon 
dissolution of the Society, said fund shall be distributed with other funds of the Kentucky 
Society. 

Article XI – Legal Notice 
Service of notice under the Constitution or Bylaws upon any member of the Kentucky 
Society, addressed to him at his last recorded place of residence or post office address, 
and forwarded by mail, shall be deemed sufficient service of notice, unless any member 
has in writing notified the Secretary of a change of address. 

Article XII – Quorum 
Section 1 - A quorum for the meetings of the Kentucky Society shall consist of a 
minimum of twenty (20) members in good standing and representing five (5) chapters. 

Section 2 - Ten (10) members of the Board of Governors, representing five (5) chapters, 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Article XIII – Parliamentary Authority 
The rules set forth in the most current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly 
Revised, shall govern the meetings of the Kentucky Society, its Board of Governors, and 
all of the committees of the Society in which they are not inconsistent with the KYSSAR 
Constitution, the KYSSAR Bylaws, the Constitution and Bylaws of the National Society, 
the Articles of Incorporation of the National Society, and any special rules of order the 
National Society may adopt. 
 
Article XIV – Definitions 
Section 1 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "Society" shall mean the Kentucky 
Society, Sons of the American Revolution, and reference to any officer, such as President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, etc., shall mean that officer in the Kentucky Society, except where 
herein otherwise specified. 
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Section 2 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "ex officio" is used in the sense 
specified in our parliamentary authority. As specified in our parliamentary authority, “ex 
officio” members of committees shall be allowed to vote on matters of committee 
business. 

Section 3 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term “send" or “mail” should be 
considered a broad term and include, US Mail, FED EX, UPS, Electronic Mail, and any 
other form of communication generally accepted by the business community. 

Section 4 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "qualified" is used to ensure that a 
candidate or nominee for election is a KYSSAR member in good standing. 

Section 5 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "member in good standing" shall 
mean a current dues paying member of the KYSSAR who is not then suspended from 
membership or expelled under Article XVI of these Bylaws or by the National Society. 

Section 6 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "infamous crime" means a felony, 
or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, under the law of the jurisdiction in which it 
was charged. 

Section 7 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "moral turpitude" means conduct 
that is contrary to justice, honesty, or morality; especially, an act that demonstrates 
depravity. 

Section 8 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "abeyance" means a temporary halt 
or state of suspension where proceedings are paused. 

Section 9 - In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "admonition" means a formal or 
authoritative word of advice, caution, or warning given about someone’s behavior. 

Article XV – Youth Protection Training Policy  
All state officers, as specified in Article VI “Officers“ of the KYSSAR Constitution, and 
Youth Program Committee members, as specified in Article VIII, Section 10 “Youth 
Programs Committee” of the KYSSAR Bylaws, shall possess a current and valid NSSAR's 
Youth Protection Training certificate.  Members required to possess a Youth Protection 
Training certificate shall submit a copy of his certificate to the State Secretary within 
thirty (30) days of holding an office requiring the possession of the certificate. 

Article XVI – Discipline, Procedure and Due Process 

Section 1 - Grounds for Discipline  

A member of the Kentucky Society may be charged with, and disciplined for: 

(a) Violating: 

(1) Any code, policy, or guideline the violation of which is a ground for charges 

under Section 1(1) of NSSAR Bylaw No. 33, as that Bylaw may be amended from 
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time to time. On the date this Article is adopted, those are the NSSAR Code of 

Business Ethics and Conduct; the Conflict of Interest/Code of Organizational 

Conduct; the Whistleblower Policy; the Record Retention Policy; and the 

Guidelines for NSSAR General Officer Candidates; or 

(2) Any similar code, policy, or guideline adopted by the Kentucky Society, 

being one that addresses a subject addressed by a code, policy, or guideline 

described in clause (1), provided that it was adopted by the Society or the Board 

of Governors and published to the membership before the conduct occurred; 

or 

(b) Rendering himself unworthy of membership by engaging in felonious conduct, a 

misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, or conduct disloyal to the ideals or 

prejudicial to the interests of the Sons of the American Revolution, including the 

Kentucky Society and its chapters. 

(c) Engaging in disruptive, disorderly, or unruly behavior at any meeting or event of 
the Society or its Chapters or 

(d) Willful disobedience to the directions Society or Chapter Officer(s) responsible 

for safely directing the firing of salutes or other honors at Society or Chapter events. 

Except as provided in clause (a)(2), (c) or (d), the grounds for discipline under this Article 
are intended to be the same as, and no broader than, the grounds for charges under 
NSSAR Bylaw No. 33, Section 1, and this Section shall be construed accordingly. 
 

Section 2 - Jurisdiction  

(a) This Article governs charges against any member of the Kentucky Society for 
conduct described in Section 1, wherever the conduct occurs, including conduct 
outside the Commonwealth of Kentucky and outside the activities of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. The Member Discipline provisions of the NSSAR Handbook 
assign to a State Society, acts committed within the State Society by and concerning 
its members. The Kentucky Society construes that provision to include such conduct 
of its members, because conduct that renders a member unworthy of membership 
concerns every member of the Society to which he belongs. 

(b) This Article does not apply to an act that the NSSAR Handbook reserves to the 
jurisdiction of the National Society, including an act committed at a national or 
district meeting or event, an act committed by a national officer, Trustee, Alternate 
Trustee, NSSAR committee member, or SAR Foundation Board member in the 
course of his national duties, and an act involving an NSSAR employee. A complaint 
concerning such an act shall be forwarded by the Chancellor to the President General 
or the Executive Director of the National Society, and the complainant shall be so 
notified. If the National Society determines that any other matter is within its 
jurisdiction, the Society shall defer to that determination, and proceedings under 
this Article shall be held in abeyance or terminated as the National Society directs. 
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Where a complaint concerns both State and national matters, the Chancellor may 
hold proceedings under this Article in abeyance pending action by the National 
Society. 
 

(c) The discipline of members for the grounds stated in Section 1 is reserved to the 

Kentucky Society. No chapter shall suspend or expel a member. A chapter may 

remove its own officers and committee members in accordance with its bylaws and 

the parliamentary authority, and any chapter or member may refer conduct to the 

Society under Section 4. 

(d) A member's resignation, transfer, or lapse of membership after the conduct 
complained of does not terminate jurisdiction under this Article if the person was a 
member when the conduct occurred. In such a case the sanctions available include a 
prohibition against reinstatement for a period not to exceed twenty-four (24) 
months. 

 

Section 3 - Governing Rules and Construction 

This Article governs the investigation, hearing, and review of charges. Where this Article 

is silent, the disciplinary procedures of the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order 

Newly Revised may be applied, and the Member Discipline provisions of the NSSAR 

Handbook shall be consulted. In the event of a conflict between this Article and the 

Constitution, Bylaws, or Handbook of the National Society, the provisions of the National 

Society control. 

Section 4 - Complaints  

(a) A member having information that may support charges under Section 1 should 

submit a written complaint to the Society President and the Chancellor. The 

complaint must: 

(1) Be signed and dated by the complainant; 

(2) State the facts complained of with reasonable particularity and identify the 

ground or grounds under Section 1 alleged to have been violated; 

(3) Be sworn or affirmed by the complainant before a notary public as true, 

accurate, and complete to the best of the complainant's knowledge; 

(4) If the complainant lacks personal knowledge of any fact asserted, include 

signed and sworn statements of that fact from persons having personal 

knowledge; and 

(5) Attach copies of any documents on which the complainant relies. 

(b) A complaint alleging a violation by the President shall be submitted to the 

President-Elect and the Chancellor, and the President-Elect shall perform the duties 
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this Article assigns to the President. If the Chancellor is the subject of the complaint, 

is the complainant or a material witness, or is disqualified under Section 15, the 

President, with the approval of the Executive Committee, shall appoint as Acting 

Chancellor for that matter a member in good standing who is an attorney licensed to 

practice law in any State and who is not otherwise disqualified. The Acting 

Chancellor shall perform all duties this Article assigns to the Chancellor. 

(c) Referral without complaint. When it comes to the attention of the Board of 

Governors, the Executive Committee, or any officer of the Society that a member has 

been charged with or convicted of an infamous crime, the matter may be referred to 

the Chancellor in writing, identifying the public record on which the referral is based. 

The Chancellor may also act on his own knowledge of such a record. In either case 

the Chancellor may proceed under Section 5 without a written complaint under 

paragraph (a), subject to Section 2(b). The following rules apply to a matter initiated 

under this paragraph: 

(1) Before proceeding, the Chancellor shall obtain a copy of the court record or 

other public record of the charge or conviction. A news report or other 

secondary account may prompt a referral but is not a sufficient basis for 

charges. 

(2) A pending criminal charge is not itself a ground for discipline. Discipline 

may be imposed only upon proof of conduct described in Section 1, and the 

Commission may stay proceedings under Section 7(j) until the criminal charge 

is resolved. 

(3) The body or officer making the referral is not a complainant for purposes of 

this Article, including Section 15, and no notice to a complainant is required. 

(d) No member shall file a complaint, or assert allegations against another member, 

unless the complaint and allegations are well grounded in fact and warranted by the 

governing documents of the Society and the National Society. The filing of a 

complaint known to be false, or filed for the purpose of harassment, is conduct 

prejudicial to the interests of the Society and may itself be charged under this Article. 

Section 5 - Preliminary Review by the Chancellor  

(a) The Chancellor shall begin a review of a complaint within ten (10) days after 

receiving it and shall acknowledge its receipt to the complainant in writing. 

(b) At the request of the Chancellor, the President shall appoint an Investigating 

Officer for the matter, who shall be a member in good standing not disqualified 

under Section 15 of this article. The Investigating Officer shall interview the 

complainant and other witnesses as appropriate, gather relevant documents, and 

give the subject written notice of the substance of the allegations and a reasonable 



18 
 

opportunity to respond in writing. The Investigating Officer shall then deliver a 

written report to the Chancellor. 

(c) The Chancellor shall independently review the complaint, the report of any 

investigation, and all materials submitted or gathered, and shall determine whether 

there is reasonable cause to believe that the subject engaged in conduct constituting 

a ground for discipline under Section 1. 

(1) If the Chancellor determines that reasonable cause does not exist, he shall 

dismiss the complaint, notify the complainant and, if the subject has been 

notified of the complaint, the subject in writing, and report the dismissal to the 

Executive Committee in confidence. 

(2) If the Chancellor determines that reasonable cause exists, he shall, except 

as provided in Section 12, prepare a written Statement of Charges identifying 

each ground under Section 1 and the conduct alleged to constitute it, and 

transmit the Statement of Charges, the complaint, and the investigative report 

to the President for the appointment of a Disciplinary Commission under 

Section 7. 

(d) Where a complaint arises from a personal dispute between members, the 

Chancellor may request that the parties meet and seek resolution on an informal, 

mediated basis. No statement made in the course of such a meeting is admissible in 

any later proceeding under this Article. A matter not resolved to the agreement of 

the parties shall proceed under this Section. 

(e) The Chancellor should complete the preliminary review within sixty (60) days 

after receiving the complaint. The President may extend that period for good cause. 

Section 6 - Interim Suspension.  

(a) If a complaint, or a referral under Section 4(c), alleges that a member (1) has been 

convicted of a felony or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude; (2) has damaged, 

destroyed, converted, misappropriated, embezzled, or stolen property or funds of 

the Society, a chapter, or the National Society, and substantial evidence supports the 

allegation; (3) has neglected the duties of a Society or chapter office for a continuous 

period to the detriment of the Society; or (4) has engaged in conduct that, if proven, 

would bring serious discredit upon the Sons of the American Revolution or present 

a risk of harm to members, youth participants, or the public, then the President, with 

the written concurrence of the Chancellor, may suspend the member from all or 

specified Society and chapter activities, including the exercise of any office, pending 

final action under this Article. 

(b) The President shall give the member written notice of the interim suspension 

and the grounds for it by electronic mail and first-class mail. 
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(c) An interim suspension lapses thirty (30) days after it is imposed unless a 

Statement of Charges has been transmitted to the President under Section 5(c)(2) 

within that period. Within fourteen (14) days after a Commission is appointed, the 

Commission shall determine, after considering any written statement the member 

submits, whether the interim suspension shall continue pending its decision. The 

Commission may vacate or modify the interim suspension at any time. 

(d) An interim suspension is not a sanction and is not a finding that the member 

engaged in the conduct alleged.  

Section 7 - Disciplinary Commission; Proceedings Before the Commission 
 

(a) Appointment. Within twenty-one (21) days after receiving a Statement of 

Charges, the President, with the approval of the Executive Committee, shall appoint 

a Disciplinary Commission of five (5) Commissioners to conduct the proceedings on 

those charges, and shall designate one Commissioner to preside. The 

Commissioners shall be members in good standing drawn from at least three (3) 

different chapters. The President shall deliver the Statement of Charges, the 

complaint, and the investigative report to the Commission upon its appointment. At 

the same time, the President, with the approval of the Executive Committee, shall 

appoint a presenting officer to present the charges. The presenting officer shall be a 

member in good standing, preferably an attorney, who is not the Chancellor, a 

Commissioner, or disqualified under Section 15; he may be the Investigating Officer. 

A vacancy in the office of presenting officer shall be filled in the same manner. 

(b) Qualifications. No person may serve as a Commissioner who is then President, 

President-Elect, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, or Chancellor; who served as 

Investigating Officer in the matter; or who is disqualified under Section 15. Where 

practicable, no Commissioner shall be a member of the primary chapter of the 

subject or of the complainant. 

(c) Objection. The President shall promptly notify the subject in writing of the names 

of the Commissioners. Within seven (7) days after that notice is served, the subject 

may object in writing to any Commissioner on the ground that he is disqualified 

under Section 15. The Executive Committee shall decide the objection. If the 

objection is sustained, a replacement shall be appointed under paragraph (d). 

(d) Vacancies. If a Commissioner dies, resigns, is disqualified, or becomes unable to 

serve, the President, with the approval of the Executive Committee, shall appoint a 

replacement who meets the requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b). A replacement 

appointed after the Commission has received evidence shall review the record of the 

hearing before participating in the decision. 
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(e) Duration. A Commission serves only for the matter to which it is appointed and 

is discharged when its decision becomes final. The President may reconvene the 

Commission to act on a violation of probation under Section 9, filling any vacancy 

under paragraph (d). 

(f) Threshold review. Upon its appointment, the Commission shall first determine 

whether the conduct alleged, if true, would constitute a ground for discipline under 

Section 1. If it would not, the Commission shall dismiss the charges and notify the 

complainant and the subject in writing. The Commission may request that the 

Investigating Officer conduct further investigation of the matters alleged or of any 

defense raised. 

(g) Notice of charges and hearing. If the Commission determines to proceed, the 

presiding Commissioner shall serve on the subject, by certified mail, return receipt 

requested, and by electronic mail: 

(1) the Statement of Charges; 

(2) copies of the complaint, the investigative report, and all documents and 

statements the Commission will consider; 

(3) the date, time, and place of the hearing, which shall be not less than thirty 

(30) days after the notice is served; and 

(4) a statement of the subject's rights under this Article. 

(h) Answer. The subject may file a written answer to the Statement of Charges within 

twenty-one (21) days after service. The failure to answer does not waive the right to 

a hearing. 

(i) Pre-hearing conference. Before the hearing, the presiding Commissioner shall 

hold a conference with the subject and his representative, in person or by telephone 

or video conference, to review the hearing procedure, the subject's rights, the 

witnesses expected to testify, and any scheduling matters. Not less than ten (10) days 

before the hearing, the presenting officer and the subject shall exchange the names 

of the witnesses each expects to call and copies of any additional documents each 

expects to offer. 

(j) Criminal convictions and pending charges. A certified copy of a final judgment of 

conviction is conclusive proof that the subject engaged in the conduct of which he 

was convicted, and the hearing may be limited to the appropriate sanction. If 

criminal charges arising from the same conduct are pending against the subject, the 

Commission may, on its own motion or at the subject's request, stay proceedings 

under this Article until the criminal charges are resolved. Any interim suspension 

may remain in effect during the stay. 
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(k) Continuances. The presiding Commissioner may continue a hearing for good 

cause shown. 

Section 8 - Hearing  

(a) Quorum and vote. A hearing shall be conducted before not fewer than four (4) 

Commissioners. Findings and sanctions shall be determined by a majority of the 

Commissioners who heard the matter. A suspension from membership, or a 

recommendation of expulsion, requires the concurrence of at least three (3) 

Commissioners. 

(b) Attendance. The hearing is closed. Attendance is limited to the Commissioners; 

the presenting officer appointed under Section 7(a); the Investigating Officer; the 

subject and his representative; a recorder or court reporter; and each witness while 

testifying. 

(c) Representation. The subject may be represented by another member of the Sons 

of the American Revolution, who may be an attorney at law. 

(d) Evidence. All witnesses shall testify under oath or affirmation. Strict rules of 

evidence do not apply. The presiding Commissioner may admit any evidence of a 

kind on which reasonably prudent persons rely in serious matters and may exclude 

evidence that is irrelevant or unduly repetitious. 

(e) Rights of the subject. The subject has the right to be present; to hear the evidence 

against him; to question the witnesses against him, directly or, at the presiding 

Commissioner's direction, through the presiding Commissioner; to present 

witnesses and documents; to testify or decline to testify; and to make opening and 

closing statements. Commissioners may question any witness. 

(f) Order of hearing. Unless the presiding Commissioner directs otherwise, the 

hearing shall proceed as follows: opening statements by the presenting officer and 

by the subject; evidence offered in support of the charges; evidence offered by the 

subject; rebuttal evidence, if permitted by the presiding Commissioner; and closing 

statements. The Commission shall then deliberate in private. 

(g) Record. The hearing shall be recorded by audio recording or by a court reporter. 

The recording, all documents received, and the Commission's decision constitute the 

record. A transcript shall be prepared if review or appeal is sought. 

(h) Remote participation. With the presiding Commissioner's approval, any 

participant may appear by video conference, provided all participants can see and 

hear one another. 

(i) Failure to appear. If the subject fails to appear after notice served in accordance 

with this Article, the Commission may proceed in his absence. 
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(j) Burden and standard of proof. The burden of proof is on the presenting officer. A 

charge shall be sustained only if established by clear and convincing evidence. 

(k) Decision. Within fourteen (14) days after the hearing, the Commission shall issue 

a written decision stating its findings of fact, whether each charge is sustained, the 

sanction imposed or recommended and the reasons for it, and the subject's rights of 

review and appeal. The decision shall be served on the subject, with copies to the 

President and the Chancellor. After the decision becomes final, the complainant 

shall be informed of the outcome, other than any portion that is confidential under 

this Article. 

Section 9 - Sanctions 

Upon sustaining a charge, the Commission may impose one or more of the following 

sanctions, proportionate to the conduct found: 

(a) A private admonition, which is confidential; 

(b) A written reprimand, reported to the Board of Governors at its next meeting in 

executive session, or, if the Commission so directs, announced to the membership; 

(c) Probation for a specified period not exceeding two (2) years, on stated conditions, 

which may include restitution of funds or property of the Society or a chapter; 

(d) Removal from any elected or appointed office, committee chairmanship, 

committee membership, or other position in the Society or in a chapter, permanently 

or for a specified period; 

(e) Ineligibility, for a specified period not exceeding two (2) years, to hold office in 

the Society or a chapter, or to be nominated for any Society office or as a Kentucky 

SAR Nominee for a Designated National Office; 

(f) Prohibition, for a specified period not exceeding two (2) years, from participating 

in specified activities, including color guard, youth programs, and representing the 

Society at public events; 

(g) Suspension from all rights and privileges of membership, including voting, 

holding office, and attending Society and chapter meetings and events, for a 

specified period not exceeding two (2) years. A suspended member remains 

responsible for dues in order to maintain his membership; 

(h) As to a former member, prohibition against reinstatement for a period not 

exceeding twenty-four (24) months; and 

(i) A recommendation to the Board of Governors that the subject be expelled, under 

Section 11. 
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A removal or a suspension under this Section vacates any office the subject holds. A 
vacancy in a Society office shall be filled as provided in Article VI, Section 2 of the 
Constitution, and a vacancy in a chapter office in accordance with the chapter's bylaws. If 
the subject violates a condition of probation, the Commission may reopen the matter and 
impose any additional sanction under this Section after notice and an opportunity to be 
heard. 
 

Section 10 - Resolution by Consent 

At any time before a decision becomes final, the subject may agree to accept a sanction in 

lieu of further proceedings. The agreement must be in writing; signed by the subject and 

by the Chancellor; approved by the Commission, or, if made before a Commission is 

appointed, by the President; state the sanction, which must be one authorized by Section 

9; and state that the subject waives his rights to a hearing, review, and appeal. An 

agreement may provide for the subject's resignation from membership with a prohibition 

against reapplication for a period not exceeding two (2) years. An agreement is 

confidential except as necessary to carry out its terms. 

Section 11 - Expulsion by the Board of Governors  

(a) A member may be expelled only by the Board of Governors, upon the 

recommendation of the Commission or upon certification under Section 12, by a vote 

of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Board of Governors present and voting. 

(b) When the Commission recommends expulsion, the presiding Commissioner 

shall transmit the decision and the record to the President. The recommendation 

shall be considered at the next regular meeting of the Board of Governors held not 

less than thirty (30) days after the decision is served on the subject, or at a special 

meeting called for that purpose on not less than thirty (30) days' notice to the 

subject. Any other sanction imposed in the same decision shall be reviewed by the 

Board of Governors in the same proceeding, and Section 13 does not apply to it. 

(c) The subject may file a written statement with the Secretary not less than ten (10) 

days before the meeting. At the meeting, the subject or his representative and the 

presenting officer may each make an oral argument, for a time set by the presiding 

officer. The Board of Governors shall decide the matter on the record of the 

Commission and shall not receive new evidence except by leave of the presiding 

officer for good cause shown. 

(d) The Board of Governors shall consider the matter in executive session. 

Attendance is limited to the members of the Board of Governors who are not 

disqualified under Section 15; the subject and his representative; the presenting 

officer; the presiding Commissioner; and a recorder. The Board of Governors shall 

deliberate and vote with only its qualified members present. 
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(e) If fewer than two-thirds of the members present and voting vote to expel, the 

Board of Governors may, by majority vote, impose any lesser sanction authorized by 

Section 9, or may dismiss the charges. 

(f) The Secretary shall serve the decision of the Board of Governors on the subject 

within ten (10) days. An expulsion becomes final only as provided in Section 14. 

Section 12 - Summary Expulsion Upon Conviction  

(a) Certification. If a member has been convicted of an infamous crime, as defined 

in Section 4(c)(1), and the President and the Chancellor jointly determine that the 

conviction warrants expulsion, they may, in lieu of proceedings before a 

Commission, jointly certify the matter to the Board of Governors for summary 

expulsion. The certification shall be in writing and shall include: (1) a certified copy 

of the judgment of conviction; (2) a statement identifying the offense, the court, the 

date of the judgment, and the ground under Section 1(b) on which expulsion is 

sought; and (3) the recommendation of expulsion and the reasons for it. 

(b) Conviction. For purposes of this Section, a conviction is a judgment of conviction 

entered by a court of record, including a judgment entered upon a plea of guilty or 

of nolo contendere, whether or not an appeal is pending. It does not include pretrial 

diversion, deferred prosecution, or any other disposition in which no judgment of 

conviction has been entered, or a judgment of conviction that has been reversed, 

vacated, or set aside. 

(c) Notice. The Secretary shall serve the certification on the subject by certified mail, 

return receipt requested, and by electronic mail, together with the date, time, and 

place of the meeting at which the Board of Governors will consider it and a statement 

of the subject's rights under this Section. The matter shall be considered at the next 

regular meeting of the Board of Governors held not less than thirty (30) days after 

service, or at a special meeting called for that purpose on not less than thirty (30) 

days' notice to the subject. 

(d) Scope. The judgment of conviction is conclusive proof of the conduct of which 

the subject was convicted, and the subject may not relitigate his guilt. The only 

questions before the Board of Governors are: (1) whether the subject is the person 

convicted; (2) whether the judgment is a conviction of an infamous crime within the 

meaning of this Article; and (3) whether expulsion, or a lesser sanction, is warranted, 

including any matters the subject offers in mitigation. 

(e) Proceedings. The President shall appoint a presenting officer who meets the 

requirements of Section 7(a) to present the certification. The subject may file a 

written response with the Secretary not less than ten (10) days before the meeting. 

At the meeting, the subject may appear with a representative who meets the 

requirements of Section 8(c), and the subject or his representative and the 
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presenting officer may each make a statement, for a time set by the presiding officer. 

The Board of Governors shall consider the matter in executive session in the manner 

provided in Section 11(d). 

(f) Disputed questions. If the subject's response raises a genuine dispute on either 

question in paragraph (d)(1) or (d)(2) that cannot be resolved on the record, the 

Board of Governors shall refer the matter to a Commission under Section 7, and the 

matter shall proceed as though a Statement of Charges had been transmitted under 

Section 5(c)(2). 

(g) Vote. Expulsion requires a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the Board 

of Governors present and voting. If fewer than two-thirds vote to expel, the Board of 

Governors may, by majority vote, impose any lesser sanction authorized by Section 

9, dismiss the matter, or refer it to a Commission under Section 7. The President and 

the Chancellor who made the certification may advise the Board of Governors, 

participate in its deliberations, and vote, and the President may preside. 

(h) Finality. The decision of the Board of Governors under this Section is final within 

the Society, and Section 13 does not apply to it. Section 14 applies to an expulsion 

under this Section. 

(i) Reversal of conviction. If the judgment of conviction on which an expulsion rests 

is later reversed, vacated, or set aside, the former member may petition the Board of 

Governors to rescind the expulsion. The Board of Governors may rescind the 

expulsion by majority vote, and the Secretary shall notify the National Society of any 

rescission. 

Section 13 - Review by the Executive Committee and Appeal to the Board of 

Governors  

(a) Review by the Executive Committee. Within fourteen (14) days after service of a 

decision of the Commission imposing a sanction other than a recommendation of 

expulsion, the subject may request review by the Executive Committee by written 

notice to the President and the Secretary. The Executive Committee shall consider 

the matter in executive session on the record and on written statements submitted 

by the subject and the presenting officer and shall issue a written decision within 

forty-five (45) days after receiving the complete record. The Executive Committee 

may affirm, reverse, or modify the decision in whole or in part, but may not increase 

a sanction upon a request for review by the subject. 

(b) Appeal to the Board of Governors. Within fourteen (14) days after service of a 

decision of the Executive Committee imposing or affirming a sanction, the subject 

may appeal to the Board of Governors by written notice to the President and the 

Secretary. The appeal shall be heard at the next regular meeting of the Board of 

Governors held not less than thirty (30) days after the notice of appeal is filed, or at 
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a special meeting called for that purpose. The Board of Governors shall review the 

written statements of the parties, the investigative report, the recording or transcript 

of the hearing, and the decisions of the Commission and the Executive Committee 

and shall hear oral argument on behalf of the Society and the subject, in the manner 

provided in Section 11(c) and (d). The Board of Governors may accept, reject, or 

modify the sanction in whole or in part by majority vote, but may not increase a 

sanction upon the subject's appeal. The decision of the Board of Governors is final 

within the Society. 

(c) Effect of review and appeal. Except for an interim suspension continued under 

Section 6, a sanction does not take effect until the time for review or appeal has 

expired or the review or appeal has been finally decided. A decision not timely 

submitted for review or appeal is final. 

(d) If disqualifications under Section 15 leave fewer than three (3) members of the 

Executive Committee qualified to act, the President, or if the President is disqualified 

the President-Elect, shall appoint members of the Board of Governors who are not 

disqualified to act in their place, so that three (3) qualified members act. 

(e) Costs of review and appeal. The subject shall bear the costs of any review or 

appeal he requests under this Section, as follows: 

(1) Within ten (10) days after receiving a timely request for review by the 

Executive Committee, the President shall notify the subject of the costs of the 

review. The subject shall pay those costs to the Treasurer within ten (10) days 

after the notice is served. The request for review is complete only when the costs 

are timely paid. 

(2) Within ten (10) days after receiving a timely notice of appeal to the Board 

of Governors, the President shall notify the subject of any additional costs of 

the appeal. The subject shall pay them to the Treasurer within ten (10) days 

after the notice is served. The appeal is complete only when those costs are 

timely paid. If there are no additional costs, the appeal is complete when filed. 

(3) Costs include the cost of preparing the transcript of the hearing, the cost of 

copying and distributing the record and written materials, and any other costs 

directly attributable to the review or appeal. 

(4) If the subject does not pay the costs within the time allowed, the request for 

review or the appeal is deemed withdrawn, and the decision from which it was 

taken becomes final. 

(5) This paragraph does not apply to the consideration of a recommendation of 

expulsion under Section 11 or a certification under Section 12, the costs of which 

the Society shall bear. 
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Section 14 - Reports to the National Society  

(a) Within ten (10) days after the Board of Governors votes to expel a member, the 

Secretary shall transmit to the President General or the Executive Director of the 

National Society: (1) a copy of the minutes of the meeting at which the expulsion was 

voted; (2) a copy of this Article and any other provision of the Constitution or Bylaws 

governing member discipline; (3) a copy of the complaint and the decision of the 

Commission; and (4) a statement by the President of the factual basis for the 

expulsion, certifying that the action was taken in accordance with the Constitution 

and Bylaws of the Society. The expulsion is not final until reviewed by the Executive 

Committee of the National Society as provided in the NSSAR Handbook. 

(b) The Secretary shall transmit the same materials, within ten (10) days after the 

decision becomes final within the Society, whenever a member who holds office as a 

General Officer, Vice President General, National Trustee, Alternate National 

Trustee, or member of the SAR Foundation Board is suspended or expelled under 

this Article. 

(c) When a decision imposing expulsion, suspension, or a reprimand announced to 

the membership becomes final within the Society, the Secretary shall notify the 

subject in writing that the NSSAR Handbook may permit an appeal to the President 

General within thirty (30) days. 

(d) The Secretary and the Treasurer shall make such changes to the membership 

records as the final disposition requires. 

Section 15 - Recusal and Disqualification  

(a) No person shall act as Chancellor, Investigating Officer, Commissioner, member 

of the Executive Committee, or member of the Board of Governors in a matter under 

this Article if he is the subject or the complainant; is a material witness; is related to 

the subject or the complainant by blood or marriage; or has a personal interest in 

the outcome or a bias that would prevent fair consideration of the matter. A person 

so disqualified shall not participate in the deliberations or vote on the matter. 

(b) A Commissioner who heard a matter, and the Investigating Officer, shall not 

participate as members of the Executive Committee or the Board of Governors in the 

review or appeal of that matter. 

(c) The presenting officer shall not advise the Executive Committee or the Board of 

Governors in the matter, and shall not participate in the deliberations of, or vote as 

a member of, either body in the matter. 

(d) A Commissioner who becomes disqualified shall be replaced under Section 7(d). 
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(e) None of the following, by itself, disqualifies a person from advising, deliberating, 

or voting as a member of the Executive Committee or the Board of Governors in the 

review, appeal, or expulsion vote in a matter: (1) the Chancellor's or Acting 

Chancellor's determination under Section 5 that charges should be brought; (2) 

approval of the appointment of Commissioners or the presenting officer; (3) the 

imposition of, or concurrence in, an interim suspension under Section 6; (4) 

participation in the Executive Committee's review of the matter; (5) making, or 

voting on, a referral under Section 4(c); or (6) joining in a certification under Section 

12. 

Section 16 - Confidentiality and Non-Retaliation  

Complaints, investigations, hearings, deliberations, and records under this Article are 

confidential. They may be disclosed only as necessary to carry out this Article, to the 

National Society, or as required by law. A final sanction may be disclosed to the extent 

necessary to give it effect, including notice to chapter officers of a removal, suspension, or 

expulsion. A breach of confidentiality, or retaliation against a person who in good faith 

files a complaint or participates as a witness, is conduct prejudicial to the interests of the 

Society and may be charged under this Article. 

Section 17 - Notices and Computation of Time 

Except where this Article requires certified mail, notices under this Article shall be sent 

by electronic mail and by first-class mail to the address of the recipient on the records of 

the Society, in accordance with Article XI of these Bylaws. A notice is deemed served on 

the later of the date it is sent by electronic mail or the third day after it is mailed. Periods 

of time are counted in calendar days; if the last day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal 

holiday, the period ends on the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. 

The officer or body before which a matter is pending may extend any period for good 

cause. 

Section 18 - Time for Disposition 

The Commission should decide a matter within one hundred twenty (120) days after its 

appointment. The President may extend that period for good cause. The time limits in 

this Article governing action by officers and bodies of the Society are directory; a failure 

to meet them does not terminate jurisdiction or invalidate the proceedings. 

Section 19 – Records 

The Secretary shall maintain the records of each matter under this Article in a confidential 

file and shall retain them in accordance with the NSSAR Record Retention Policy. 
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Section 20 – Applicability 

This Article applies to complaints filed on or after the date of its adoption. Conduct 

occurring before that date may be charged only if it was, at the time it occurred, a ground 

for charges under NSSAR Bylaw No. 33, Section 1. 

Article XVII – Amendments 
Amendments to the KYSSAR Bylaws may be proposed by any member of the Kentucky 
Society in good standing. Proposed amendments shall be presented to the Board of 
Governors, and then referred to the Constitution & Bylaws Committee who would then 
report on the proposed amendment at the next Board of Governors meeting or meeting 
of the Kentucky Society. The Committee could recommend to “pass” the proposed 
amendment, “not pass” the proposed amendment, or “pass with amendments”. These 
Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of those members present and voting at any 
properly called meeting of the Kentucky Society, provided that notice of any proposed 
amendments shall have been sent to all chapter officers for distribution to their members 
not less than thirty (30) days prior to the date of the meeting. An official notice published 
in the KYSSAR newsletter or on the KYSSAR website meets this requirement. In addition, 
the Bylaws shall be reviewed as needed for possible amendments. The Society’s 
Constitution & Bylaws Committee Chair shall serve as chairman of the review and 
amendment process. The Society’s Chancellor shall serve as adviser to the Constitution & 
Bylaws Committee Chair on such matters. 
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Amendments 

• Article VIII, Committees......................................................................  5 Mar 2011 

Add Section 12 (establishing Color Guard). 

• Article III, Duties of Officers……………………………………………………... 9 Mar 2013 

Add Section 10 (describing duties of Surgeon). 

• Article VII, Section 4………………………………………………………………….. 9 Mar 2013 

Adding requirement of annual report by chapters. 

• Article I, Membership…………………………………………………………………. 8 Mar2014 

Remove Youth and add Junior member. 

• Article II, Dues and Fees……………………………………………………………. 8 Mar 2014 

Add “no later than the date of the annual meeting”. 

• Article III, Duties of Officers…………………………………………………….. 8 Mar 2014 

Remove duties and add to Recording Secretary. 

• Article VII……………………………………………………………………………………. 8 Mar 2014 

Add email to list and add requirement that at least one officer of the chapter register 

an email address with the Secretary. 

• Article VIII, Committees, Section 8………………………………………….. 8 Mar 2014 

Insert a provision regarding makeup of committee allowing for non-LMTF members 

to serve. 

• Article XIV, Section 3...........................................................................  8 Mar 2014 

Add Section 3 (clarifying methods of communication). 

• Article II, Section 4……………………………………………………………………  16 Nov 2019 

Add “The Assistant Treasurer shall have general knowledge of all the duties of the 

Treasurer.  He shall be able to replace the Treasurer in any temporary emergency or 

permanent disability.  He is not expected to assist the Treasurer on a day-to-day basis.  

He shall be knowledgeable of the provisions of the duties maintained by the Treasurer 

(Article 3, Section5)”. 

• Article II……………………………………………………………………………………… 16 Nov 2019  

Add “Section 5a – The Genealogist shall assist the Registrar and the Chapter 

Genealogists and Registrars in the examination and evaluation of applications for 

membership when so requested.” 

• Article VIII, Committees………………………………………………………….  14 Mar 2020 

Add Section 13 (Service to Veterans). 

• Article VIII, Committees…………………………………………………………..  12 Mar 2022 

Add Section 14 (Education Committee). 

• Article XVII……………………………………………………………………………….  20 Aug 2022 

Add Article XVII (Youth Protection Training Policy). 
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• Article I, Section 7................................................................................ 11 Mar 2023 

Add “(now converted to National Life Membership)”. 

• Article II, Section 3……………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Strike “He shall also remit for each Life Member, from the Life Member Trust Fund, 

an amount not to exceed the regular chapter dues determined by the Life Member 

Trust Fund Committee.” 

• Article II, Section 5a………………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Strike Section 5a in its entirety. 

• Article II, Section 8……………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “In addition, new members shall not have to pay national, state, or chapter dues 

for the year following the approval of their application by the National Society, 

provided that the approval occurred on or after September 1st.” 

• Article III, Section 1…………………………………………………………………… 11 Mar 2023 

Strike “of the Life Member Trust Fund Committee”; Add “The President shall also 

appoint (with the approval of the Board of Governors), the KYSSAR Liaison to the 

Kentucky D.A.R. Society, formally known as the National Society, Daughters of the 

American Revolution (N.S.D.A.R.); and the KYSSAR Liaison to the Kentucky C.A.R. 

Society, formally known as the National Society, Children of the American Revolution 

(N.S.C.A.R.). In addition, the President shall appoint (with the approval of the Board 

of Governors), the Society’s newsletter editor, its webmaster, and its social media 

editor.” 

• Article III, Section 2……………………………………………………………………11 Mar 2023 

Add “He shall be a member ex officio of the Executive Committee, and of all other 

committees”; Add “the Awards Committee”; Strike “and as a member of the Life 

Member Trust Fund Committee.” 

• Article III, Section 3……………………………………………………………………11 Mar 2023 

Add “He shall be a member ex officio of the Executive Committee, shall serve as vice 

chairman of the Nominating Committee, and”; Strike “chairman of the Kentucky 

Society Awards Program”. 

• Article III, Section 4……………………………………………………………………11 Mar 2023 

Add “and shall be a member ex officio of the Executive Committee”; Add “In the 

absence of the Recording Secretary, the Secretary shall temporarily assume the duties 

of that office until such time as the Board of Governors can make a suitable 

replacement.” 

• Article III, Section 5……………………………………………………………………11 Mar 2023 

Add “He shall serve as a member ex officio of the Executive Committee, and as 

chairman of the Budget Committee. The Treasurer shall temporarily assume the 

duties of the Assistant Treasurer in their absence until such time as the Board of 

Governors can make a suitable replacement.” 
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• Article III, Section 6……………………………………………………………………11 Mar 2023 

Add “temporarily”; Add “until such time as the Board of Governors can make a 

suitable replacement.” 

• Article III, Section 7…………………………………………………………………… 11 Mar 2023 

Add “The Registrar shall keep a current roster of Society members, and regularly 

provide said roster to the Treasurer”; Add “temporarily”; Add “until such time as the 

Board of Governors can make a suitable replacement.”; Add “The Registrar is not 

responsible to perform the prescribed work of any Chapter Registrar and/or 

Genealogists, or to conduct their research, or to correct their missing information. He 

is simply to assist the chapters by providing guidance and training, by making 

recommendations, and by ensuring that applications are complete and accurate before 

approving, signing, and forwarding them to the NSSAR’s Registrar General.” 

• Article III, Section 8……………………………………………………………………11 Mar 2023 

Add Section 8 in its entirety. 

• Article III, Section 9……………………………………………………………………11 Mar 2023 

Add “be an attorney licensed in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and”; Add “provide 

counsel”; Add “The Chancellor shall serve as the Society’s Parliamentarian”; Add “and 

ensure their timely renewal”; Add “The Chancellor shall also provide counsel to the 

Board of Governors regarding proposed changes to the KYSSAR Constitution and 

Bylaws. He shall also serve as an advisor to the Nominating Committee on matters of 

committee business.” 

• Article III, Section 13………………………………………………………………… 11 Mar 2023 

Add Section 13 in its entirety. 

• Article III, Section 14………………………………………………………………… 11 Mar 2023 

Add Section 14 in its entirety. 

• Article IV, Section 1…………………………………………………………………… 11 Mar 2023 

Strike “VI”; Add “VII, Section 7”; Add “more than one (1) candidate is nominated for 

the same office, or any other elected position as deemed necessary”. 

• Article IV, Section 2…………………………………………………………………… 11 Mar 2023 

Strike “shall”; Add “may”; Add “be asked to”; Add “elected or”. 

• Article V, Section 1…………………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “and shall present any and all such actions to the Society’s General Membership 

at the next meeting of the Society”. 

• Article V, Section 2……………………………………………………………………..11 Mar 2023 

Add “The Board of Governors shall also meet a minimum of two (2) additional 

meetings between annual meetings, and such meetings may be held in conjunction 

with the Society’s summer and fall meetings, or may be held at a different date and 

place whether in person or virtually. As it is with the annual meeting, meetings of the 

Board of Governors that take place at the Society’s summer or fall meetings, shall also 

be in a separate session prior to those meetings. The Board of Governors may also 
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meet beyond the minimum number of meetings”; Strike “at least two (2) other times 

during the year”; Strike “three (3)”; Add “six (6) of its”. 

• Article V, Section 3……………………………………………………………………..11 Mar 2023 

Add “Recording”. 

• Article V, Section 4……………………………………………………………………..11 Mar 2023 

Add new Section 4 (Governor Isaac Shelby’s Blue Licks Planning Committee Liaisons) 

• Article VI, Section 2………………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “all Society”; Add “shall be sent to all members at least thirty (30) days in advance, 

and”; Strike “and should be signed by the Secretary”. 

• Article VII, Section 1………………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “attempt”; Add “whether in person or virtually”. 

• Article VII, Section 3…………………………………………………………………..11 Mar 2023 

Add “and/or”. 

• Article VII, Section 4…………………………………………………………………..11 Mar 2023 

Strike “withdrawal”; Add “suspension or revocation”; Add “and expected”; Add 

“particularly the Chapter President”. 

• Article VII, Section 5…………………………………………………………………..11 Mar 2023 

Add “that is made available to the State Secretary”. 

• Article VII, Section 8…………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “geographically”. 

• Article VII, Section 9…………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “and may be elected to serve as an officer in more than one chapter, provided that 

the member does not serve as Chapter President in more than one chapter 

simultaneously”; Strike “such a case”; Add “all cases where a member holds 

membership in more than one chapter”. 

• Article VII, Section 10……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “two hundred and”; Strike “50”; Add “250”. 

• Article VIII, Section 1……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “Chairmen and members of standing committees, with the exceptions stated in 

the provisions of these Bylaws, shall be appointed by the President, but must be 

approved by the Board of Governors.” 

• Article VIII, Section 4……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “The Audit Committee chairman”; Add “and approved by the Board of 

Governors”; Strike “immediately after”; Add “within thirty (30) days of assuming 

office”; Strike “the Life Member Trust Fund”. 

• Article VIII, Section 5……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “The members of the”; Add “and approved by the Board of Governors”; Strike 

“shortly after assuming office”; Add “within thirty (30) days of assuming office”. 

• Article VIII, Section 6……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 



34 
 

Strike “Shortly after assuming office”; Add “of the Society”; Add “appointed by”; Add 

“and approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming office”; 

Add “The Treasurer shall serve as chairmen of this committee.” 

• Article VIII, Section 7……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “and shall present any and all such actions to the Society’s Board of Governors 

and General Membership at the next meeting of the Society”; Add “The President shall 

serve as chairman of this committee”; Add “The committee shall provide 

administrative oversight of the Society’s Endowment Fun.” 

• Article VIII, Section 8……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Strike former Section 8 in its entirety: (Life Member Trust Fund Committee). 

• Article VIII, Section 8……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Renumber Section 9 to Section 8; Add “The members of the Membership Committee 

shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors within 

thirty (30) days of assuming office.” 

• Article VIII, Section 9……………………………………………………………….. 11 Mar 2023 

Renumber Section 10 to Section 9; Add “The President-Elect shall serve as chairman 

of this committee, and the Vice President shall serve as the committee’s vice 

chairman”; Strike “members”; Add “candidates”; Strike “meeting prior to the annual”; 

Add “fall”. 

• Article VIII, Section 10……………………………………………………………….11 Mar 2023 

Renumber Section 11 to Section 10; Add “The Youth Programs Committee chairman 

shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors within 

thirty (30) days of assuming office”; Strike “Shortly after assuming office, the 

President shall appoint a Youth Programs Committee, which”; Add “selected by the 

chairman” for each of the five bulleted contests or programs; Add a sixth bullet “One 

member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the SGT. Moses Adams 

Memorial Middle School Brochure Contest.”; Add a seventh bullet “One member 

selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the Dr. Tom and Betty Lawrence 

American History Teacher Award. The program is open to all teachers, in public, 

private, or parochial schools, who teach 1750-1800 American History, at the 

elementary, middle, or high school levels.” 

• Article VIII, Section 11………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Renumber Section 12 to Section 11; Add “chairman”; Add “approved by the Board of 

Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming office”; Add “The committee”; Strike 

“at least three”; Add “no less than six (6)”; Add “but a representative from every 

chapter is desired”; Strike “The Vice-President shall serve on this committee, but is 

not the chair by default”; Add “The committee will immediately select a state color 

guard commander, a minimum of two (2) brigade commanders, a quartermaster, and 

a safety officer from amongst the notably active color guard members within the State 

Society”; Strike “shall be elected by majority vote from active state color guard 

members”; Strike “two years”; Add “one (1) year”; Add “in the same position for up to 
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two (2) additional years if so selected by the committee, but no one may serve more 

than three (3) consecutive years in the same position”; Add “Furthermore, none of the 

individuals selected in the aforementioned positions will be allowed to serve 

simultaneously in any of the other selected positions (Examples: the Color Guard 

Commander cannot also serve simultaneously as a Brigade Commander; a Brigade 

Commander cannot also serve simultaneously as the Safety Office).”; Add “In 

addition, the committee chairman shall not serve simultaneously as the state’s color 

guard commander, but may serve simultaneously in any of the other selected positions 

(Example: the committee chairman may also serve simultaneously as the 

Quartermaster).” 

• Article VIII, Section 12………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Renumber Section 13 to Section 12; Add “The Service to Veterans Committee 

chairman shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Governors 

within thirty (30) days of assuming office”; Strike “The Chairman of the Service to 

Veterans Committee shall be appointed by the President shortly after assuming 

office.” 

• Article VIII, Section 13………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Add “The Education Committee chairman shall be appointed by the President and 

approved by the Board of Governors within thirty (30) days of assuming office”; Strike 

“Shortly after assuming officer the State President shall appoint the Chairman of the 

Education Committee”; Add “Responsibilities of the KYSSAR Education Committee 

Chairman:”. 

• Article VIII, Section 14………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Add new Section 14: (Council of Chapter Presidents Committee). 

• Article IX, Section 1…………………………………………………………………... 11 Mar 2023 

Add “All such awards and evidence of appreciation shall be approved in advance by 

the Awards Committee.” 

• Article X, Section 1…………………………………………………………………..... 11 Mar 2023 

Add “The Treasurer shall report the status of the Endowment Fund at all Society 

meetings and Boards of Governors.” 

• Article XII, Section 1…………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Strike “ten members”; Add “twenty members”; Strike “three chapters”; Add “five 

chapters”. 

• Article XII, Section 2…………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Strike “three members”; Add “Ten members”; Strike “two chapters”; Add “five 

chapters”. 

• Article XIV, Section 2………………………………………………………………... 11 Mar 2023 

Add “As specified in our parliamentary authority, “ex officio” members of committees 

shall be allowed to vote on matters of committee business.” 
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• Article XV…………………………………………………………………………………… 11 Mar 2023 

Renumber Article XVI to XV; Strike “Section 11”; Add “Section 10”. 

• Article XVI…………………………………………………………………………………. 11 Mar 2023 

Renumber Article XV to XVI; Strike “ten (10) days”; Add “thirty (30) days”; Add “In 

addition, the Bylaws shall be reviewed for possible amendments no sooner than three 

years from the last review, and no later than five years. The Society’s Chancellor shall 

serve as chairman of the review and amendment process.” 

• Article I, Section 3…………………………………………………………………….  04 Nov 2023 

Add “or Assistant Registrar(s),” 

• Article III, Section 7………………………………………………………………….  04 Nov 2023  

Add “and/or” in front of Assistant Registrar; Add “(s)” to Assistant Registrar to read 

“Assistant Registrar(s)”; Replace “He is” in the last sentence with “The Registrar 

and/or Assistant Registrar(s), are”. 

• Article III, Section 8…………………………………………………………………. 04 Nov 2023  

Add “and” in front of Assistant Registrar; Add “(s)” to Assistant Registrar to read 

“Assistant Registrar(s)”. 

• Article III, Section 14……………………………………………………………….. 04 Nov 2023 

Add “(s)” to Assistant Registrar to read “Assistant Registrar(s)”…in four (4) locations; 

Add “/are” to the word (is) in the last sentence to read “is/are”. 

• Article IV, Section 1…………………………………………………………………… 16 Nov 2024 

Add language separating “Kentucky Society Officer Candidates from Kentucky SAR 

Nominees for Designated National Officers.” 

• Article IV, Section 2……………………………………………………………………16 Nov 2024 

Add “elected”; Add “its”; Add “members of”. 

• Article V, Section 2……………………………………………………………………. 16 Nov 2024 

Add “convene”; Add “three (3)”; Add “These”; Add “annual,”; Add “before each 

meeting.” 

• Article VI, Section 1…………………………………………………………………… 16 Nov 2024 

Add “The fall meeting shall be designated as the Society’s meeting for the election of 

officers as listed in Article VI, Section I of the KYSSAR Constitution, and the election 

of  Kentucky SAR Nominees for Designated National Officers.”; Add “The annual 

meeting shall be designated as the Society’s meeting for the formal installation of 

elected officer positions of the Kentucky Society.” 

• Article VIII, Section 9……………………………………………………………….. 16 Nov 2024 

Add “Nominating committee members shall recuse themselves from being present 

and participating in discussions or voting for any contested position for which they 

are being considered.” 

• Article VIII, Section 10……………………………………………………………… 16 Nov 2024 

Add “One (1) member selected by the chairman who will be responsible for the NSSAR 

Youth Video Contest, at the middle and high school levels.” 
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• Article XIII – Parliamentary Authority…………………………………… 16 Nov 2024 

Add “The rules set forth in the most current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, 

Newly Revised, shall govern the meetings of the Kentucky Society, its Board of 

Governors, and all of the committees of the Society in which they are not inconsistent 

with the KYSSAR Constitution, the KYSSAR Bylaws, the Constitution and Bylaws of 

the National Society, the Articles of Incorporation of the National Society, and any 

special rules of order the National Society may adopt.” 

• Article XIV, Section 4……………………………………………………………….. 16 Nov 2024 

Add “In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "qualified" is used to ensure that a 

candidate or nominee for election is a KYSSAR member in good standing.” 

• Article XIV, Section 5……………………………………………………………….. 16 Nov 2024 

Add “In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "member in good standing" shall mean 

a current dues paying member of the KYSSAR.” 

• Article XVI – Amendments………………………………………………………. 16 Nov 2024 

Add “language regarding amendment proposals and meeting notifications being sent 

to “all chapter officers for distribution to their chapter members”; Add “An official 

notice published in the KYSSAR newsletter or on the KYSSAR website meets this 

requirement.” 

• Article III, Section 1…………………………………………………………………… 16 Aug 2025 

Add “and its Americanism Report editor.” 

• Article VIII, Section 12………………………………………………………………. 16 Aug 2025 

Add “3. The Service to Veterans Committee Chairman shall provide primary oversight 

for the completion of the USS Stark Memorial Tracker Spreadsheet.” 

• Article VIII, Section 15………………………………………………………………. 16 Aug 2025 

Add new Section 15: (Blue Licks Memorial Weekend Promotional Committee). 

• Article VIII, Section 16……………………………………………………………….16 Aug 2025 

Add new Section 16: (Chapter Compliance Committee). 

• Article VIII, Section 17………………………………………………………………. 16 Aug 2025 

Add new Section 17: (Constitution & Bylaws Committee). 

• Article VIII, Section 18……………………………………………………………….16 Aug 2025 

Add new Section 18: (Patriot Burials/Historical Markers Committee). 

• Article XVI – Amendments………………………………………………………. 16 Aug 2025 

Add “Amendments to the KYSSAR Bylaws may be proposed by any member of the 

Kentucky Society in good standing. Proposed amendments shall be presented to the 

Board of Governors, and then referred to the Constitution & Bylaws Committee who 

would then report on the proposed amendment at the next Board of Governors 

meeting or meeting of the Kentucky Society. The Committee could recommend to 

“pass” the proposed amendment, “not pass” the proposed amendment, or “pass with 

amendments”.; “Add “as needed”; Strike “no sooner than three (3) years from the last 

review, and no later than five (5) years”; Replace “Chancellor” with “Constitution & 
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Bylaws Committee Chair”; Add “The Society’s Chancellor shall serve as adviser to the 

Constitution & Bylaws Committee Chair on such matters.” 

• Article III, Section 1……………………………………………………………………14 Nov 2026 

Add “and any Disciplinary Commission appointed under Article XVI.” 

• Article III, Section 2……………………………………………………………………14 Nov 2026 

Add “, except any Disciplinary Commission appointed under Article XVI.” 

• Article III, Section 9……………………………………………………………………14 Nov 2026 

Add “The Chancellor shall perform the duties assigned to him by Article XVI of these 

Bylaws, subject to the disqualification provisions of that Article.” 

• Article VIII, Section 2…………………………………………………………………14 Nov 2026 

Add “This Section does not apply to a Disciplinary Commission, which shall be 

appointed as provided in Article XVI of these Bylaws.” 

• Article XIV, Section 5…………………………………………………………………14 Nov 2026 

Add “who is not then suspended from membership or expelled under Article XVI of 

these Bylaws or by the National Society.” 

• Article XIV…………………………………………………………………………………..14 Nov 2026 
Add Section 6 “In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "infamous crime" means a 

felony, or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, under the law of the jurisdiction 

in which it was charged.” 

• Article XIV…………………………………………………………………………………..14 Nov 2026 
Add Section 7 “In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "moral turpitude" means 

conduct that is contrary to justice, honesty, or morality; especially, an act that 

demonstrates depravity.” 

• Article XIV…………………………………………………………………………………..14 Nov 2026 
Add Section 8 “In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "abeyance" means a 

temporary halt or state of suspension where proceedings are paused.”  

• Article XIV…………………………………………………………………………………..14 Nov 2026 
Add Section 9 “In this Constitution and Bylaws, the term "admonition" means a formal 

or authoritative word of advice, caution, or warning given about someone’s behavior.” 
• Article XVI – Discipline, Procedure and Due Process …………………14 Nov 2026 

Add new Article XVI – Discipline, Procedure and Due Process; Add Section 1 - 

Grounds for Discipline; Add Section 2 - Jurisdiction; Add Section 3 - Governing Rules 

and Construction; Add Section 4 - Complaints; Add Section 5 - Preliminary Review by 

the Chancellor; Add Section 6 - Interim Suspension; Add Section 7 - Disciplinary 

Commission; Proceedings Before the Commission; Add Section 8 - Hearing; Add 

Section 9 - Sanctions; Add Section 10 - Resolution by Consent; Add Section 11 - 

Expulsion by the Board of Governors; Add Section 12 - Summary Expulsion Upon 

Conviction; Add Section 13 - Review by the Executive Committee and Appeal to the 

Board of Governors; Add Section 14 - Reports to the National Society; Add Section 15 

- Recusal and Disqualification; Add Section 16 - Confidentiality and Non-Retaliation; 
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Add Section 17 - Notices and Computation of Time; Add Section 18 - Time for 

Disposition; Add Section 19 - Records; Add Section 20 - Applicability. 

• Article XVII – Amendments……………………………………………………….14 Nov 2026 

Renumbered former Article XVI – Amendments, to Article XVII – Amendments. 

 


